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Our congratulations to our staf
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upcoming move to New York. He
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the purchase of new appliances.
With the assistance of his neur
rehabilitation specialist, he went t¢ *
Sears to research the cost of n
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Spotlight:

Spotlight: Joey Tomalis

Spotlight: Please tell me a little bit
about yourself.

Joey: My name is Joseph V. Tomalis

but most people call me Joey. | am 248

years old.
Spotlight: Where do you live?

Joey: | live with my mother and father
in Exeter, PA. My sister and he
husband, along with my two nieceg,
Abby and Gabby, live closky. | have

a really good, supportive family tha
helps me a lot.

Spotlight:
doing.

Tell me what you enjoy

Joey: My favorite activities are bike
riding, surfing the net, going to the
movies, and playing video games. My
favorite movies are from Marvel
Entertainment. My favorite video
games to play areDefender and

PacManf r om t he 19801
music is also fro
very favorite beli
Boys. 0 I used to
the stuff from

now onYouTube.com

Spotlight: Is there anything else yol
enjoy doing?

Joey: | like playing the arcade gamq
Dance Dance Revolution

Spotlight: What do you do in that
game?

Joey: You dance by putting your feef
on the right color.

Spotlight: Can you talk a little about
your disability?

Joey: Asperger8 | canot
what this diagnosis is, but | learned t
handle it and | feel | have learned t
overcome it.

Spotlight:
history.

Tell me about your work

Joey: | graduated from Wilson High

Joseph (Joey) Tomalis

Joey: It was different because we
were there for a very long time and
talked to a lot of different people.

Spotlight: What do you do at Target?

daew d am & #low team member. |
p work at the truck and every aisle,
b looking at barcodes and scanning items
to see i f 1 tds the
put the items on the shelf in the correct
location. 1 really like my job and am
doing a good job. | have learned to ask
for help from my team members when

School in 2002 and then took computgr carrying heavy things like kitty litter.

classes at Reading Area Communi
College (RACC) for two years. | hag
good grades. After RACC, | workeg

for the Reading School District, anT

then Head Start, doing data entry, un
April 2006. | struggled to find a job to
make money. | have worked at Targ
since June 2009.

Spotlight: How did you find your job
at Target?

Joey: | found the job online. But
Donna Kramer from OVR [Office of
Vocational Rehabilitation] came to my
house a couple of times to help me fin
a job.

Spotlight: What was the hiring process
like at Target?

Joey: | went with Megan to the
interview. [Joey is referring to Megar
Rohrbach, M.S.S., LSW, client service]
liaison for Community Skills Program.]
It was a big group interview with a lof
of people. | also had to take a little te

before thgy yﬁterflieyv\, dfter theetest,

mwag Hréervigwed @ & , many namg

Rrgw. { Rlgo 9ot pierviewed by A
@UplE o gthenpeople aswellt o

t N espoflidht® After thé t@st ahd infeRibvE

did you have to do anything else befole

you were hired?

Joey: | also had to take a urinalysis
test before | left that day. We wer
there for a long time that day.

Spotlight: Was Target 6s

Y Spotlight: Do you have any additional
responsibilities at Target?

Joey: | look at all of the expiration
il dates of the items in the grocery

department. This is called FIFO (First
bt In, First Out).

Spotlight: What does that mean?

Joey: That means that | put all of the
older items first on the shelves so
people buy those items first. The
newer items go in the back.

Spotlight: Is there anything else you
have to do in the grocery department?

Joey: | also count the items and then
restock the shelves.

Spotlight:
example?

Can you give me an

5 Joey: If three boxes of Cheerios were
bought, | put three boxes back out on
the shelf.

bt Spotlight: Do you participate in any

f other activities?

m
Jogy: | spend some time volunteering.
| lyvolunteer at the Salvation Army,
hd%imgt data entry once a week on
Fridays for two hours.

Spotlight: What data do you enter?

Joey: | work on food distribution and
p the furniture bank. | also enter
volunteer hours.

interview lidke a0

any other you ever experienced?

r
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Spotlight
continue o pases

Spotlight:  Can you explain that
further?

Joey: | put in numbers such as hov
much stuff was donated and how mugh
stuff was given away to people.

Spotlight: How did Community Skills
Program help you?

Joey: Megan [Rohrbach] helped me
find my job at Target. You helped m¢
very much at Target. [Joey is referring
t o Erin Coul ehanl,
neurorehabilitation  specialist  with
Community  Skills Program, who
conducted this interview.]

Spotlight: How did | help you at
Target?

Joey: You showed me how to put thd
stuff on the shelves, and taught me hgw
to do all of my tasks in the grocery
department as well.

Spotlight: Do you do anything else
with Community Skills Program?

Joey: | attend a group every Thursday.
First, we go somewhere to eat lunch.
Then, we play games or go somewhefe
in the community. [Joey is referring tq
Community Skill s
peutic Activities Group that meetg
weekly to work on social skills.]

Spotlight: Do you enjoy the group?

Joey: | really enjoy the group and fee
that it is helping me meet new people.

Spotlight:  What was your favorite
activity with the group?

Davi dds Dri ve

Penn Oaks Golf Club in West Chester, PA was the setting for the third annual
Davi d 6,heldon September 15, 2009. The event is sponsored by the Council
on Brain Injury (CoBIl), a noiprofit organization formed by ReMed in May 2007 in
memory of David Strauss, Ph.D., neuropsychologist and founding member of
ReMed. One hundred and twetttyo golfers participated in the golf tournament
and there was a chance to win a 2010 Toyota Camry in theirholee putting
challenge. This year, Community Skills Program sponsored a foursome in the golf
tournament, which included four firefighters from the Philadelphia Fire Department
(see photo below), one of whom is the husband of a staff member of Community
Skills Program. In addition to the golf tournament, a dinner, silent auction, and golf
clinic were highlights of the day. The golf clinic, supervised by Bob Buck, director
of the Eastern Amputee Golf Association, was attended by 15 participants with
disabilities. Approximately $38,000 was raised at the event, to be donated to
programs benefitting individuals with
DaMNi %64 planned BeD¥ébEr 2010. For more information on the event or
CoBl, go towww.davidsdrive.org

P

Pictured left to right: Lieutenant Charlie Grover, Firefighter Ed Leber, Captain Cary

Boyd, and Lieutenant Rocky Sgrillo of the

f

Fireo foursome won first pl ace in the mer

Cary and Rocky!

Joey: My favorite activity was when
we went miniature golfing.

Spotlight: Do you have any future
goals?

Joey: | would like to be married one
day.

Spotlight: Is there anything else you
would like to add?

Joey: | want to thank OVR for helping
me find this job.

Did You Know??

Thanks to the quick response of firefighters, li
the men who are pictured above, brain dame
from smoke inhalation can be prevented. We !‘ e
grateful to men and women first responders wifjo
put themselves at risk to save others.
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Creativity Corner

Crossword Puzzle: Parts of the Brain

Some of our newest staff members are studying for the exam to become certified brain injury specialists. To enhangedtte enjo
of learning, Stefani Hallinger, M.S.W., LSW created a crossword puzzZRads of the Brain. With a few minor editing changes,
see how you do wit hNotet Thé shadedtbexeslingieate ra ispaae in avbosil. answe(.) When you have
completed as much of the puzzle as you can, turn to page 7 for the answers. Good luck!

1

5
6 7 8

9 10
11 12
13
14
15
16
| HEEN
Across Down
3. Lobe associated with sense of touch, spatial and visual 1. Located at the top of the spinal column; relays information
perception. in and out of the brain.
6. Complex band of nerve fibers that exchanges information 2. Paired organ; associated with memory functioning.
between the two hemispheres. 4. iCconductoro of persondés emot |

7. System involved in emotions and basic elemental feelings. 5. iNer ve knot so that help handl
9.fAFi-ghitght 0 structure; as s oc iraldyiaginformatiomfrom thedereboahcartex to the brain

memories and reactions. stem and cerebellum.

11. Lobe associated with vision. 8. Responsible for alertness and arousal.

13. Lobe in charge of executive functioning. 10. Located in the brain stem; controls many involuntary

15. Made up of the thalamus, hypothalamus; master relay functions.
center for forwarding information, sensations and 12. Located in the lower back section of the brain; coordinates,
movement. modulates and stores all body movement.

16. Lobe associated with memory, hearing and understanding14. Located in the brain stem; essential for facial movements
of language. and sensations.
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Creativity Corner (continued)

Patsyods Wreat hs

by Jacqueline Anderson, B.A., Pat syods
Neurorehabilitation Specialist with Community Skills Program

Patricia (Patsy) Mangiello began making decorative wreaths in[her

junior year of high school. She said that she comes from a family of

talented and crafty people, including her grandmother. After |she

married, Patsy wanted to decorate their new home but realized|how
expensive many craft items were. She began studying how items|were
made that she liked and how they were designed. She then Ppegan
designing and crafting her own ornaments and fabric flowers. [Her

basement eventually became her crafting room. Her family and friends

constantly complimented her work, so she began making gifts for them.

She started making embellished door brooms and wreaths for ¢very
occasion and holidays. At one point, people wanted to pay for| her

wreaths, but Patsy claims the business side of it took the joy out df her
talent.

Following her brain aneurysm, the time Patsy spent on her hobby
declined considerably. She recalls how, due to her inability to dhige,
dependency on her husband to provide transportation to buy materials
caused her to become very depressed and unmotivated. However, for
the past several months, as part of her cognitive rehabilitation therapy|
Patsy resumed her crafting. fi | {]lo Rleasede sure torcheckaopiteouriwelisles P a't
expresses. ilt gives me a sensd| offvwwacommumiyskillsptogiamadm It k
busy and keeps things in perspective. | really enjoy it! It is fun and o0 see Patsyods belputif
pl easurable. 0

Patsyds wreaths have become mor e—ard 5 = . and ¢
their design. She has made many seasonal and holiday wreaths for her

friends and family members. She has even made them for family

members of friends because of their enjoyment of them. lisieof
people for whom she wishes to create grows each new holiday! Ev
more recently, Patsy has challenged herself by makingreath made
of seashells and a wreath made from live Christmas greens. Pat
expresses, iThe crafting of wre
me more and more. | seem to be more creative in their desig
depending on who the wreath is
She looks forward to continuing her crafting for many seasons to come|




